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them," she said, "and looking as pleased as Punch, and
she looking so disgusting with her white cross and
dirty gown as if she had been rolled in a kennel." As a
matter of fact, so far from her lovers annoying him,
he looked on them as fellow victims for whose suffer-
ings he could feel nothing but sympathy. "William
Lamb was particularly kind to me", said Bulwer
Lytton after describing an appalling series of scenes
with Caroline, while staying at Brocket. "I think he
saw my feelings. He is a singularly fine character for a
man of the world."
At the same time William still felt a responsibility
towards her: and did all he could to alleviate her un-
happiness. Such of her activities as seemed com-
paratively harmless had all his encouragement. He
was always pressing Emily to try and get her asked
about in London society; at Caroline's request he
assisted Godwin in his career. And he took an im-
mense amount of trouble to help her in her novels;
going over every sentence with her, and himself
sending the finished manuscript to the publisher with a
covering letter. Consistent with his new attitude to
her, he made no attempt to recommend them above
their merits.
"The incongruity of, and objection to, the story
of 'Ada Reis' can only be got over by power of
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